
Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA)  

 

Title of EqIA: Main Modifications to the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 
2016-2036 

Brief description of  
the Proposal: 

The Main Modifications schedule sets out changes proposed to 
the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan. These are required in order to 
make the Local Plan ‘sound’ and legally compliant. They reflect 
the discussions at the examination hearing sessions and updates 
required since the plan was submitted for examination. This 
assessment provides an addendum to the Equalities Impact 
Assessment on the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan consultation 
version published in June 2018. 

 
 

Statutory Considerations: Please highlight what impact could there be on people 
with protected characteristics.  

Age: None 

Disability: The proposed modifications include changing the requirement 
of 80% of dwellings to meet higher access standards to a 
target of 80% (in policy DM29, formerly DM31). This change 
(proposed modification MM58) was proposed following 
discussions connected with the deliverability of sites and 
properties where step-free access is not achievable or where 
the cost would make a specific type of development unviable, 
for example due to the costs of installing a lift in a small block 
of flats. It potentially reduces the positive impact on disabled 
people and the provision of accessible properties identified in 
the original assessment.   

Gender: None 

Gender reassignment: None 



Pregnancy and 
Maternity: 

None 

Race: None 

Religion or belief: None 

Sexual Orientation: None 

Marriage and civil 
partnership: 

None 

Non statutory considerations: Please highlight what impact could there be on 
people experiencing social deprivation. 

Social deprivation: The affordable housing need assessment update (July 2020) 
identified a need for 200 affordable homes each year from 
people unable to afford market housing (based on an overall 
target of 729 homes). Policy DM28 (formerly DM30) sets a 
target for 35% of homes to be affordable homes. Proposed 
modification MM57 aligns the policy with current national policy 
and lowers the threshold for the provision of affordable housing 
from 11 to 10 homes. It also clarifies the evidence required to 
justify proportions less than 35%. Proposed modification MM54 
also provides more clarity about how to assess the mix of 
housing required to meet local housing needs. These 
modifications may potentially deliver greater positive impacts 
than previously identified. This is through an increase in the 
number of affordable housing homes delivered and a housing 
mix that more closely meets the needs in the borough.  

Proposed modification MM13 deletes the Strategic Growth 
Option (SGO) which would have delivered two new 
communities with new homes, jobs, retail and community 
facilities, open space and a link road. This deletion will lead to 
shortfall in housing, including affordable housing, and 
employment land towards the end of the plan period. MM11 
states that the Plan will be reviewed at an early stage to 
identify sites to meet the overall development needs for the 
borough. An early review is required to avoid a potential 
adverse impact if the need for new affordable homes and 
employment land is not met.      



 

Action Plan  

What engagement or 
consultation has been 
carried out? 

The emerging Local Plan was been subject to extensive 
consultation as set out in the Revised Consultation Statement 
(October 2018). It was considered by an independent Planning 
Inspector in public hearing sessions held in November 2019 – 
January 2020 and in a separate session in January 2021.   

The Main Modifications to the emerging Local Plan are based 
on the Council’s responses to the Action Points from the 
hearing sessions and additional evidence and updates 
requested by the Inspector. The schedule of modifications will 
be published for six weeks public consultation in the summer 
2021. This will be publicised on the Council website and 
information sent to people on the Local Plan database. Hard 
copies of the schedule will be available. This provides the 
opportunity for people to comment on the changes proposed. 
The consultation will be undertaken in line with Government 
guidance on any restrictions in place at the time.      

What could reduce 
any adverse impact on 
these groups? 

No adverse impacts were identified in either the original 
assessment or this assessment of proposed main 
modifications. However the positive impact on the provision of 
accessible homes for disabled people is reduced by the 
modifications. A potential adverse effect was identified with the 
deletion of the SGO and the loss of new homes planned as 
part of the strategic development. This will be addressed with 
the proposed early review of the plan.    

The responses received during the consultation on the main 
modifications will be passed on to the Inspector for her decision 
on any changes required. However, the Council will consider 
any minor changes that could be made to address issues 
raised. The Authority Monitoring Reports will assess the 
impacts of the implementation of the Local Plan policies going 
forward and inform future reviews. 

Activity  Outcome Timeframe Person 
responsible 

Review  Consider if minor 
modifications are 
required to address 
any issues raised in 

Before adoption  Graham Tuck 



 

Lead Officer: Graham Tuck 

Manager: Diccon Bright 

Corporate Director: Natalie Wigman 

Date completed: 27/4/2021 

 

the consultation   

Monitoring Report the 
implementation of 
the policies in the 
Authority Monitoring 
Report  

After adoption Graham Tuck 

Early review of the 
Local Plan 

Early review 
undertaken to 
ensure development 
needs are met   

After adoption Graham Tuck 


